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IN THE MATTER OF:- 
Original Application No. 687/2023 

In Re: Air Quality Index in Various Cities 

Along with Original Application No. 663 of 2023 

News Item published in the Indian Express dated 07.10.2023 titled “GRAP Stage I 
kicks in as air quality dips to poor condition likely to prevail till Sunday” 

Along with Original Application No. 1228/2024 

News Item titled “lancet Study links mortality rates to poor air quality 12 strategies 
to combat country’s air pollution crisis” appearing in the Indian Express dated 

13.09.2024  

Along With Original Application No. 646/2024 

News Item titled “How Partial Combustion Fuels Your Bad Air Woes” appearing in 
The Times of India dated 02.05.2024  

Note on behalf of the Amicus Curiae 

1. The present Note is in continuation of the previous note dated 22.09.2025

wherein the list of States along with their Non-Attainment Cities, which are not

parties in the Original Application No. 687/2023, were submitted before this

Hon’ble Tribunal in compliance with the Order dated 04.09.2025.

2. This Note further provides immediate concerns and  some illustrative medium

term and long term  steps for air quality management in Delhi NCR given the

current emergent situation that is manifest in not only Delhi NCR but also in the

entire country in general. Further, it is humbly submitted that this Note is

notwithstanding the proceedings that is under the aegis of the Hon’ble Supreme

Court in W.P.(C) No. 13029 of 1985 titled MC Mehta v. Union of India and

Others.

BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
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I. Immediate Concerns for Delhi NCR 

3. Stage I GRAP was initiated on 14.10.2025 and Stage II GRAP Orders were issued 

on 19.10.2025. Despite the Stage II GRAP Orders, the AQI has consistently 

remained in poor to  very poor quality. Some immediate concerns for poor air 

quality include: 

i. Reports of water sprinkling close to AQ Monitors and tampering with 

AQI meters  

4. Multiple Newspaper reports  clarify that there has been tampering with AQI 

monitor readings by undertaking sprinkling close to AQI monitors and thus 

reducing the PM level reading by the monitors to mislead and misinform the 

severity of the air quality situation. One specific example reported by Indian 

Express was the reduction in the PM reading at Anand Vihar ISBT where the 

monitor showed a steep fall in PM reading from 370 to 197 micrograms per cubic 

meter between noon and 3pm, which appears to be an impossibility.  

5. The same situation was also noticed near the RK Puram AQ Monitor where 

sprinklers were making rounds at 15-20 minute intervals. The same situation of 

sprinkling close to air quality monitors was also reported from Agra. In Haryana,  

65% of the AQI monitors were reported to go offline during peak smog months. 

The copy of the newspaper reports are marked and annexed as Annexure A1 

[Colly]. 

6. Action Sought: The SPCBs of these states must explain to this Hon’ble Tribunal 

the reasons for such anomalies and disruptions as this appears to be a very serious 

allegation where human health and right to life itself is at stake. The CAQM also 

needs to explain the action taken in this regard.  

ii. Failure of emergency measures such as cloud seeding  
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7. The Government of Delhi along with IIT Kanpur had signed a 3.21 crore MOU 

for  undertaking five trials of cloud seeding exercise to induce artificial rain for  

reducing pollution levels in Delhi. Two experiments were undertaken in October 

2025, however the experiment failed both the times. The copy of the newspaper 

reports containing details of cloud seeding experiment in Delhi are marked and 

annexed as Annexure A2 [Colly]. 

8. One of the main causes for the failure as reported by both IIT Kanpur and IIT 

Delhi is that winter months are climatologically unsuitable for consistent cloud 

seeding due to lack of moisture and saturation and western disturbances. Further, 

there are multiple reports which clarify that cloud seeding is only a short term 

measure for combating air pollution and the effects of pollution rebound after a 

few days. The copy of the IIT Delhi Report dated October 2025 on cloud seeding 

is marked and annexed as Annexure A3. 

9. Action Sought: The Delhi Government may be asked to explain the raison de 

etre of going for cloud seeding and paying tax payers money. What were the other 

emergency measures taken for curbing air pollution other than cloud seeing 

measures which has turned out to be a failure admittedly.  

iii. Continuation of stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana and NCR region 

10.  Latest photographs from November as well as newspaper reports clarify that 

stubble burning continues in parts of Punjab, Haryana and NCR Delhi albeit 

slightly reduced as per some studies. The copy of the Photographs of stubble 

burning in Punjab  and news reports are marked and annexed as Annexure A4. 

[Colly] 

11. Action Sought: A clear status of such stubble burning incidents and the action 

taken may be sought from CAQM as well as SPCBs. Secondly, what are the 

ground measures that have been taken to discourage or incentivize the stubble 

burning. The State of  Punjab in its Affidavit dated 09.11.2023 has submitted that 
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as much as 350 crores ( 140 crores by the State  Government + 210 crores by the 

Government of India ) Action Plan was approved by the State Government. So 

what are the measurable outcomes?  

12. Further clarifications are required with respect to whether similar action been

taken by the other NCR States? Can MSP benefits be linked with stubble

burning? As per studies done by agencies in Punjab, portion of MSP is required

to be used for Crop Residue Management. Those portions may be withheld till

there is evidence of zero tolerance towards stubble burning.

II. Other Concerns – Source Apportionment Studies (SASs) are still ongoing

in most cities and City Action Plans ( CAPs) in Non-Attainment Cities

(NACs) have not been updated/revised.

Background 

13. This Hon’ble Tribunal vide Order dated 29.07.2025 had directed the Central

Pollution Control Board to ascertain and disclose the current tatus of SAS in the

53 cities mentioned in the Chart submitted by the MoEF&CC in OA No.

687/2023 vide Affidavit dated 22.10.2024. Further, CPCB was also directed to

ascertain how many cities out of 53 cities have revised their CAP based upon

SAS an ascertain the progress of CAP.

14. CPCB in compliance of the Order dated 29.07.2025, filed its Reply dated

02.09.2025 clarifying that:

a) Out of the 53 Cities, 19 are covered in NAC which are covered under NCAP.

Out of the remaining 34 cities , 16 cities fall within Delhi NCR and remaining

18 cities are neither covered under NCAP nor under Delhi NCR.

STATUS OF 19 CITIES COVERED UNDER NCAP AS NACs 

b) Source Apportionment Studies (SAS) completed in 12 cities, and underway in

7 cities (Para 3(a), Pg. 6511)

UTTAR PRADESH 
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i. Noida (Uttar Pradesh) – at initial stage [As per UP Reply dated 30.10.2025, 

SAS is expected to be completed by 31st Jan. 2026 (Pg 6812-13)] 

ii. Khurja (Uttar Pradesh) – at completion stage [As per UP Reply dated 

30.10.2025, SAS under peer-review (Para 7, Pg 6813) 

iii. Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh) - at completion stage [As per UP Reply dated 

30.10.2025, pending for peer-review (Para 7, Pg 6813)] 

iv. Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) - at completion stage As per UP Reply dated. 

30.10.2025, pending for peer-review (Para 7, Pg 6813)] 

PUNJAB 

v. Amritsar (Punjab) - at completion stage [As per Punjab Reply dated 

01.10.2025, SAS final draft under review, to be completed by 30.11.2025 

(Para 5 Pg 6621)] 

MAHARASHTRA 

vi. Thane (Maharashtra) – at completion stage [Maharashtra’s  reply has not 

received as on 04.11.2025] 

HARYANA 

vii. Faridabad (Haryana) - at completion stage [As per HSPCB Reply dated 

29.10.2025, SAS peer-review pending, to be completed by 31.01.2026 

(Para 3, Pg 6651-52)] 

c) In the 12 cities where SAS have been completed, i.e. the City Action Plans are 

yet to be refined/ aligned as per the SAS. (Para 3(c), Pg. 6512) 

d) The existing CAP in these cities are merely based on the available data and 

understanding of pollution sources in each city. (Para 3(b), Pg. 6512) 

15. Thereafter, on 04.09.2025 this Hon’ble Tribunal noted that the Source 

Apportionment Studies in 131 NACs are not under consideration before the 

Hon’ble Supreme Court and the status of the same has been filed by the Action 

Taken Report of CPCB. The list has been produced in the abovesaid Order under 
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Annexure I. It was also pointed out that all the States/UTs where these 131 cities 

are located have ben impleaded and serviced. The Secretary, Environment 

Department of these States were directed to take expeditious steps for completing 

SAS and placed on report the status of SAS in these cities and consequential 

revision of the CAP.  The Affidavits were accordingly directed  to be filed within 

six weeks.  

16. The 131 Cities are distributed as follows – Andhra Pradesh (13) , Assam (5), Bhar 

(3), Chandigarh (1),Chhattisgarh(3), Delhi (1), Gujarat (34), Himachal Pradesh 

(7), Jammu and Kashmir (2), Jharkhand (3) , Karnataka (4) , Madhya Pradesh 

(7), Maharashtra (19), Meghalaya (1), Nagaland (2) ,Orissa (7), Punjab (9) , 

Rajasthan(5), Tamil Nadu (4) , Telangana (4), Uttar Pradesh (16+1), Uttarakhand 

(3), West Bengal (6) and Haryana (1).This Hon’ble Tribunal also directed for 

submitting the list of cities/States which were not part of OA No. 687/2023 and 

were required to be impleaded.  

17. Accordingly the Amicus has submitted on 22.09.2025 the List of Non- Cities in 

States , which are not are of O.A. No 687/2023 which include Andhra Pradesh. 

Assam, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, J&K, Nagaland , Orissa, Tamil 

Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand, and West Bengal. Further, the List of  NACs 

which are not part of OA although States have been impleaded,  was also 

submitted at Pag 6615 to 6617. 

18. In compliance of the Hon’ble NGT’s order dt. 04.09.2025, replies filed by the 

States of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, NCT Delhi, Himachal Pradesh and 

Jharkhand.  

19.  The State of Punjab has filed their Compliance Affidavit dated 01.10.2025 

submitting the status of SAS and CAPs in NACs as follows-  
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a. 9 cities of Punjab declared as NAC by CPCB – Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Khanna, 

Mandi, Gobindgarh, Patiala, Dera Bassi, Dara Baba, Naya Nangal and 

Amritsar. (Para 4, Pg 6620).  

b. SAS of 8 NAC’s - completed & submitted to CPCB by PCB. (Para 5, Pg. 

6620-6621 & A/A, Pg. 6623).  

c. SAS of Amritsar pending – final draft received from IIT Delhi and is under 

review & expected to be completed by 30.11.2025. (Para 5, Pg. 6621) 

d. SAS of 7 cities conducted by IIT Delhi & SAS of Ludhiana conducted by 

Punjab State Council for Science and Technology, Chandigarh and Energy & 

Resources Institute, New Delhi. (Para 6, Pg. 6621) 

e. Task of revision of CAP to be undertaken by stakeholder Department Revised 

CAP would be submitted to PPCB which would further submit it to 

Directorate of Environment & Climate Change, Punjab for submission to 

CPCB. To be completed by 31.12.2025. (Para 7, Pg. 6621) 

20.  The NCT Delhi has filed their Reply Affidavit dated 24.10.2025 submitting that 

SAS and CAPs -  

a. 3 SAS completed/undertaken by Government of NCT Delhi & DPCC: - (Para 

6, Pg. 6627 & A/A, Pg. 6629) 

b. Comprehensive study on Air Pollution and Greenhouse Gases in Delhi-2016 

– IIT Kanpur 

c. Source Apportionment of Ambient Particulate Matter during Winter Season 

in Delhi-2017 - IIT Madras & IIT Delhi 

d. Real Time Source Apportionment and Forecasting for Advance Air Pollution 

Management in Delhi (2023)” – IIT Kanpur led consortium of organizations 

(IIT Kanpur, IIT Delhi, TERI, Air Shed and Indian Institute of Science 

Education and Research – Mohali) 
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e. Annual Action Plan prepared in compliance with NGT directions dt. 

08.10.2018 in OA 681/2018. (Para 7, Pg 6627) 

f. Thereafter, Environment Action Plan, given its comprehensive & integrative 

approach, adopted as State Action Plan for Clean Air and submitted to CPCB 

in compliance with NGT directions dt. 11.12.2024 in OA 159/2021 (SZ). (Para 

8, Pg 6627) 

g. 40% reduction of PM10 and PM 2.5 being targeted by 2026. (Para 4, Pg 6626) 

21. The Affidavit dated 29.10.2025 filed by HSPCB on behalf of Additional Chief 

Secretary, Environment Department Haryana: -  

a. Only city of Faridabad has been declared as NAC by CPCB. (Para 1, Pg 6651) 

b. SAS of Faridabad assigned to TERI – submitted final report (Annex-I, Pg 

6653-6806) in September, 2025. (Para 2, Pg 6651) 

c. Peer review of SAS report pending, review of city action plan will be done 

and submitted to CPCB after peer review. This will be completed by 

31.10.2026. (Para 3, Pg 6651-6652) 

22. The Reply dated 29.10.2025 filed by State of Himachal Pradesh clarifies that  

a. 7 Non-Attainment Towns included in Himachal Pradesh - Baddi. Nalagarh, 

Parwanoo, Paonta Sahib, Kala Amb, Sundernagar and Damtal. (Para 3, Pg 

6633) 

b. Work of SAS awarded to IIT Kanpur on 04.06.2019 - sanctioned cost Rs. 

2,20,66,000. (Para 4, Pg 6633) 

c. Between 07.07.2022 - 28.11.2022, IIT Kanpur submitted draft Report for SAS 

all Non-Attainment Towns & same was shared with institute of reputes for 

peer review (as shortlisted by MoEF&CC). (Para 5, Pg 6633) 

d. Meeting conducted on 20.07.2023 (A/A, Pg 6636-6638) to review the SAS. 

(Para 5, Pg 6633) 
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e. Meeting of State Steering Committee conducted on 08.11.2023 (A/B, Pg 

6639-6644) under chairmanship of Chief secretary to the Government of 

Himachal Pradesh to discuss SAS for each Non-Attainment Towns. CAP of 7 

towns was updated & endorsed (Annex C, Pg 6645-6649). (Para 7, Pg. 6633-

6634) 

23. The Action taken Report dt. 30.10.2025 filed by State of Uttar Pradesh submits 

the status of SAS and CAP as follows -  

a. 17 NACs identified by CPCB (including 7 million-plus cities and 10 non-

million-plus cities). (Para 4, Pg 6811) 

b. With respect to the Status of SAS of 17 NACs, the State of Uttar Pradesh has 

submitted that -  (refer Table, Pg. 6812).  

i. Completed in 5 NACs – Agra, Kanpur, Prayagraj, Varanasi & Ghaziabad. 

However, revision of CAP would be done within 3 months & submitted to 

CPCB for approval. (Para 8, Pg. 6813) 

ii. Ongoing in 7 NACs – Meerut (expected completion dt. Nov. 2025), 

Anpara & Gajraula (expected completion dt. 31.10.2025), Bareilly 

(31.01.2026), Moradabad (28.02.2026), Noida (31.01.2026) & Gorakhpur 

(Oct. 2026) 

iii. Submitted & pending peer review 5 Nos.- Lucknow, Jhansi, Raebareli, 

Khurja, Firozabad.   

c. Revised of CAP for remaining 12 cities would be formulated promptly upon 

receipt of respective study reports and submitted to CPCB for approval. (Para 

8, Pg 6813) 

b. City specific Clean Air Action Plans for 17 NACs were prepared by UPPCB 

in view of NGT direction in OA 681/2018 dt. 21.8.2020 (A/1, Pg 6815-6850) 

based on available data and study of pollution sources of each city. (Para 5, 

Pg 6811) 
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24. The State of Jharkhand has filed its Affidavit dated 29.10.2025, submitting that 

Source Apportionment Study has been completed in April 2025 for Jharia 

Coalfields Region.  

III. CAPs not revised in accordance with SAS - defiance of various NGT 

Orders:  

25. 08.10.2018: In OA 681/2018 titled NGT Order in News Item Published in the 

Times of India, authored by Shri Vishwa Mohan Title “NCAP With Multiple 

Timelines to Clear Air In 102 Cities to be Released Around August 15” -  All 

States directed with NACs to prepare appropriate action plans to take into account 

the GRAP, the Comprehensive Action Plan (CAP), and CPCB action plan and it 

should   be consistent with the carrying capacity assessment of the non-attainment 

cities in terms of vehicular pollution, etc. Guidelines may accordingly be framed 

to regulate   vehicles in non-attainment cities based on carrying capacity 

assessment and source apportionment. (Refer S.No 52, Page 1870, Compilation 

of Judgments) 

26. 06.08.2019: In OA 681/2018 – Expert team of CPCB was directed to design a 

model/SOP for Source Apportionment and carrying capacity assessment which 

may be replicated for all NACs. (Para 26(II)/Pg 18). Hon’ble NGT further 

directed the states to prepare action plans for the additional 20 NACs on the 

pattern of 102 NACs and after CPCB’s approval, they must initiate time bound 

action on remediation. (Para 26(VI)/Pg 19) 

27. 22.11.2023: In OA 687/2023 – Directed that actions for improving air quality 

should be in accordance with the approved action plan with priority to address 

the cause which is governing the air quality as per source apportionment (para 

10/pg 18).  

28. 05.12.2023: In OA 687/2023 categorically directed that the cities under 

consideration where apportionment study has not been done are required to 
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complete the said apportionment study w.r.t the factors contributing to pollution 

& focus on those factors which have a larger share in contribution (para 8/pg 3).  

29. The Affidavits filed by the State Governments in compliance of Order dated 

31.10.2024, specifically the Affidavit of the State of Uttar Pradesh reveals that  

there were NAC’s in Uttar Pradesh who were not a part of the OA, and have  not 

completed their SAS. These Cities are as follows – 

1. Meerut – Ongoing (Expected completion dt. – Nov, 2025) 

2. Anpara & Gajraula - Ongoing (Expected completion dt. – 

31.10.2025) 

3. Bareilly - Ongoing (Expected completion dt. – 31.01.2026) 

4. Moradabad - Ongoing (Expected completion dt. – 28.02.026) 

5. Noida - Ongoing (Expected completion dt. – 31.01.2026) 

6. Gorakhpur - Ongoing (Expected completion dt. – Oct, 2026) 

7. Raebareli – Submitted and pending for peer review 

8. Firozabad - Submitted and pending for peer review 

30.  Further, even the NCT of Delhi has also not revised their State Action Plan since 

2018 despite conducting the Source Apportionment Study in 2023. In the case of 

State of Punjab, the revised CAP deadline is given as 31.12.2025. Thus, in most 

cities, revised CAPs as per SAS are still not available.   

IV. Complacent attitude of Regulators 

31. It also evident from CPCB Reply dated 02.09.2025 that apart from writing letters 

to SPCB/PCCs for timely completion of SASs and refining CAPs, it appears that 

no genuine efforts made by CPCB for its compliance. (Para 3(d), Pg. 6512 & A2, 

Pg. 6518)  

32.  Further, the CAQM reply dated 24.07.2025 states that upon being asked by the 

learned Amicus to provide an updated status report of implementation challenges 

of direction issued thus far, CAQM has highlighted the challenge of strict 
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enforcement of directions/advisories, targeted policy actions, rules/regulations 

and guidelines by concerned agencies at the ground level. (Para 9, Pg 5423). 

There is no reporting on the Implementation by GRAP measures or how they are 

addressing the said challenges that they have outlined.  

Suggested Measures/Directions to be Passed: 

33. That the defaulting cities i.e. cities who are yet to conduct SAS or undertaking 

the same may be directed to immediately expedite its completion in a time bound 

manner and align it with their CAP in order to efficiently streamline the budgetary 

allocation under NCAP. 

34. That the cities, who have completed their SAS but have not aligned/refined it 

with their SAS, may be directed to align/refine the same in a time bound manner 

for efficient streamlining of budgetary allocation under NCAP 

35. CPCB and MoEF&CC may be directed to take appropriate actions against such 

defaulting cities as the current air quality situation is so severe that mere letters 

to ensure compliance is not sufficient. Such regulators may further be directed to 

file an action taken report to update the Tribunal with action taken against such 

defaulters. 

V. Medium Term – Airshed Approach & City Specific GRAP  

A. Airsheds Approach  

36. A committee should be constituted for the establishment and monitoring of Urban 

Airshed Models in states across India. In its Additional Note dt. 17.12.2024, the 

Amicus had suggested that the MoEF&CC and the participating states may be 

directed to provide to the status of the World Bank assisted programme on State 

and Regional Airshed Plans for Indian Cities and States, including the State of 

Uttar Pradesh’s Clean Air Management Project under the same (Para xiv, Pg 

1804).  
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37. To the same, the MoEF&CC has submitted that that state governments are 

engaging with financial institutions like World Bank for availing additional 

resources (Para 14, Pg 5441-5442). Proposals involving funding from foreign 

organization/multilateral organization relating to environment are submitted to 

Dept. of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. During the process inputs from 

MoEF&CC are taken into consideration. (Para14, Pg 5442). Accordingly, 

MoEF&CC has provided its inputs on such proposals by UP & Haryana. (Para 

14, Pg. 5442) 

38. Importance of Airshed Approach – A case in point is to look at the AQI as on 

05.11.2025 of Delhi and the NCR  as well as the cities in the neighbouring States 

as per the CPCB Bulletin.  

i. Delhi – 291 

ii. Rohtak -329 

iii. Meerut – 292 

iv. Kurukshetra – 266 

v. Khurja – 238 

vi. Karnal – 270 

vii. Kaithal – 294 

viii. Jind – 275  

ix. Hapur – 299 

x. Greater Noida – 262 

xi. Ghaziabad – 325 

xii. Gurugram – 219  

xiii. Baghpat - 279 

Thus, the AQI of Delhi cannot improve unless the AQI of the 

surrounding/neighbouring cities  is also improved. The copy of the CPCB 

Bulletin is marked and annexed as Annexure A5. 
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Measures/Directions to be passed -  

39. Views of NAC and the respective States on Pros and Cons of Airshed Approach 

or Air Pollution Control Areas approach which are statutorily mandated which 

approach should be adopted across States.  

40. Can a Technical Committee be constituted by NGT to identify airsheds across 

States. Already IIT Delhi had conducted a study identifying 8-9 Air Sheds in India 

. The copy of the Rajya Sabha  Answer to Unstarred Question dated 27.07.2023 

is marked and annexed herein as Annexure A6. 

41.  Whether there should be City Specific GRAP?  

42. GRAP to be implemented stage wise across States and not as an emergency 

measure at Stage III or IV and above.  

B. Implementation of GRAP Measures  

43. GRAP can no longer be limited to the NCR region and areas adjoining to it and 

should be extended to other states and regions. GRAP shall not be treated as an 

emergency measure. Further, there is a need for the constitution of regional 

bodies in each identified region in order to monitor the air quality and take 

necessary measures if required. As per the Air Quality Bulletin dt. 01.11.2023, a 

lot of cities outside the territorial ambit of the CAQM Act have recorded Poor Air 

Quality. 

C. No synergy/harmonization between GRAP measures with the Action of 

Delhi  

44. The GRAP measures mentioned in the Action Plan of Delhi, including stopping 

of all construction activities,  ban on operation of stone crushers and hot mix 

plants for two weeks in November is not in synergy with the GRAP measures in 

the present Schedule dated 13.12.2024, which was issued by CAQM. The State 
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Action Plan has not been updated with the latest GRAP Stages as well as 

measures and responsibilities of authorities mentioned therein.  

45. The State Action Plan of Delhi was prepared by the  Air Quality Monitoring 

Committee. There is no clarity with respect to whether the Air Quality 

Monitoring Committee, which was constituted in 2018, continues to exist and 

whether  the said Committee is actively working on updation of the Action Plan 

of Delhi. The copy of the Delhi State Action Plan is marked and annexed as 

Annexure A7. 

D. Institutional Monitoring and Reporting  

46. The Sub Committee of GRAP is required to review the actions being undertaken 

under GRAP and their effectiveness in mitigating air pollution. However, with 

respect to  NACs, the nodal authority is MoEF&CC. Thus, there is lack of 

synergy at the institutional level with respect who is responsible for monitoring 

and reporting. While CPCB along with MoEF&CC monitor implementation of 

NAC , CAQM Sub Committee is responsible for monitoring the actions 

undertaken under GRAP.  Clearly , a better mechanism or a one stop institutional 

framework is required for monitoring and reporting at the institutional level, so 

that policy decisions are not taken in exclusion by one regulatory authority. 

Place: New Delhi 

Date: 06.11.2025  

 

 
Sanjay Upadhyay 

Senior Advocate 

Supreme Court of India 
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05/11/2025, 11:20 Video shows MCD water tankers spraying 2, Anand Vihar AQI station in Delhi; causes uproar I Latest News Delhi 

Chart 4 

What does this mean? 

With one to two stations missing PM2.5 data - the most significant pollutant during this 

season - at any given hour, Delhi's AQI data may not fully capture pollution levels across 

the city. When this occurs at heavily polluted locations like ITO, it can lower the city 

average without reflecting actual conditions on the ground. 

Stations also appear to generate sudden spikes and drops in readings, which could result 

from calibration issues or external factors affecting measurements. Environmental groups 

have reported observing water being sprinkled near some monitoring stations in recent 

days, though officials have not confirmed whether this occurred or how it might affect 

readings. 

These patterns suggest that day-to-day trends in the city's average AQI - which is meant 

to communicate health risk to residents - may not provide a reliable picture of actual 

pollution levels during critical periods. 
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Water sprinklers continued to make rounds at regular intervals around Air Quality Monitoring stations on Sunday, even as the

city’s air quality remained in the upper range of the poor category.

Sprinklers at Anand Vihar monitoring station (Express/Gajendra Yadav)

05/11/2025, 11:14 Sprinklers continue rounds at monitoring stations amid row over air pollution in Delhi | Delhi News - The Indian Express
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On Saturday, the Aam Aadmi Party had alleged that water was being sprayed day and night right outside the area where the air

for monitoring is sucked in at the Anand Vihar ISBT pollution station “to artificially lower” AQI (air quality index) readings.

The BJP had dismissed the charge as foolish and politically motivated.

At Anand Vihar, water sprinklers were seen circling Anand Vihar ISBT spot at around 1:30 pm, and returning occasionally. The

PM levels showed a steep fall from 370 to 197 microgrammes per cubic meter between noon and 3 pm.

According to locals from the area, the activity has been ongoing post Diwali.

At RK Puram, the AQI monitor is placed inside the Kendriya Vidyalaya in Sector 2. The area has a heavy tree cover.

Water sprinklers were seen making multiple rounds at 15-20 minute intervals on the road outside the school, and the road

remained wet.

Between 1:00 and 2:30 p.m., both Anand Vihar and R.K. Puram stations show a drop in PM2.5 and PM10 levels, which coincides

with the time of water sprinkling nearby. At Anand Vihar, PM2.5 fell from about 180 µg/m³ to around 100 µg/m³, and PM10 from

around 500 µg/m³ to below 200 µg/m³. R.K. Puram also saw a similar, though smaller, fall.

05/11/2025, 11:14 Sprinklers continue rounds at monitoring stations amid row over air pollution in Delhi | Delhi News - The Indian Express

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/sprinklers-continue-rounds-at-monitoring-stations-amid-row-over-air-pollution-in-delhi-10328796/ 3/5

306950



Experts said that sprinkling increases the moisture content in the air and heavier dust particles settle temporarily.

“Because the monitor is located near one of the exit points at the very crowded Interstate Bus Terminal, instead of capturing

ambient air, this station mostly captures key pollutants from road dust and tail pipes,” said an expert about the monitor at Anand

Sprinkling water near Pollution monitoring centre in R K Puram on Sunday (Express/Gajendra Yadav)
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Vihar.

Added moisture in the air attaches to particulate matter, making the particles heavier so they settle down, resulting in lower

readings at the monitoring site.

“The nearest obstruction shouldn’t be within 20 metres of a monitoring station,” said Sunil Dahiya, leading analyst and founder of

Envirocatalysts, a Delhi-based think tank.

However, a gradual fall in pollution levels after noon, is also typical of warmer conditions setting in during the day. Rising

temperatures cause vertical air mixing (as warm air rises it lifts the pollution load) and dispersal of pollutants. So, the post-noon

decline likely comes from both local cleaning from sprinkling and natural dispersal due to warmer daytime conditions.

Delhi Pollution Control Committee officials did not respond to calls and messages.

Stay updated with the latest - Click here to follow us on Instagram
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Responding to the call of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) in Punjab, farmers and labourers across the state on Wednesday

jointly submitted memorandums to all Deputy Commissioners to stop the alleged harassment against them in the name of

pollution control for burning stubble.

Farmer leader Balbir Singh Rajewal at protesting site in PU. (Source: Express Photo)

05/11/2025, 15:42 Punjab farmers protest stubble burning penalties, demand dues and bonus

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/punjab-farmers-protest-stubble-burning-penalties-10345545/ 2/4
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The SKM said that the farmers are already suffering due to low paddy yields and crop damage due to floods, as the government

has neither provided machinery nor offered any cash assistance for stubble management. “All punitive actions against farmers

compelled to burn stubble must be stopped immediately,” the memorandum said.

“We also demand immediate release of ₹109 crore pending dues owed to farmers by cooperative sugar mills and an increase in

the sugarcane price to ₹470 per quintal,” said Jagmohan Singh Patiala, state general secretary of Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)

Dakaunda.

The memorandum further sought an assured supply of DAP (diammonium phosphate) fertiliser, an end to forcing farmers to buy

unnecessary fertilisers and pesticides along with DAP and urea, and relaxation of the moisture limit in paddy procurement from

17 per cent to 22 per cent. Deductions made in mandis on the pretext of moisture and discoloured grains amounted to

exploitation of farmers and must be stopped, it said.

Due to unseasonal rains, paddy yield has dropped significantly across Punjab. In many places, paddy crops have been destroyed

by bacterial leaf blight. “The SKM demands a ₹500 per quintal bonus for reduced yield and ₹50,000 per acre compensation where

crops were completely damaged,” said Balbir Singh Rajewal, national coordination committee member of SKM.

The SKM also said both the Punjab and Central Governments had merely made symbolic gestures in the name of flood relief. It

demanded full compensation for affected families, including owners of riverine (kachha) lands.

Through the memorandums, the SKM termed the Electricity Amendment Bill 2025 as an attack on states’ rights and an attempt to

privatise power distribution. It urged the Punjab Government to pass a resolution opposing the Bill and send it to the Centre

before November 8.

“The SKM Punjab strongly opposed the dissolution of the Senate and Syndicate of Panjab University, Chandigarh, calling it a direct

blow to Punjab’s rights. It demanded restoration of the university’s earlier status and re-establishment of a truly democratic

05/11/2025, 15:42 Punjab farmers protest stubble burning penalties, demand dues and bonus
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system,” said Joginder Singh Ugrahan, national coordination committee member of SKM.

‘Withdraw all cases registered against farmers’

The organisation also sought the withdrawal of all cases registered against farmers during and after the Delhi farmers’ movement

and the ‘Rail Roko’ agitation.

Leaders who led delegations to submit memorandums in different districts included Balbir Singh Rajewal, Joginder Singh

Ugrahan, Harinder Singh Lakhowal, Ruldu Singh Mansa, Boota Singh Burj Gill, Nirbhai Singh Dhudike, Manjit Singh Dhaner, Dr.

Darshan Pal, Balkaran Singh Brar, Dr. Satnam Singh Ajnala, Harmeet Singh Kadian, Jangveer Singh Chauhan, Sukhdev Singh

Araiyanwala, Balwinder Singh Malli Nangal, Farman Singh Sandhu, Boota Singh Shadipur, Nachhattar Singh Jaito, Malook Singh

Heerke, Prem Singh Bhangu, Veer Singh Barwa, Hardev Singh Sandhu, Kiranjeet Singh Sekho, Balwinder Singh Raju, Binder

Singh, Bough Singh Mansa, Harbans Sangha, and Harjinder Tanda.

Stay updated with the latest - Click here to follow us on Instagram
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In the past 10 days, Punjab has registered a 78 per cent jump in paddy stubble burning cases this season.

According to data from the Punjab Remote Sensing Centre (PRSC), the state has recorded 2,839 stubble-burning incidents between

September 15 and November 4, compared to 4,394 cases during the same period last year and 14,173 in 2023. This marks a 35 per

In just two weeks of this year's paddy harvesting season, Punjab has recorded 95 farm fires (Express photo).

05/11/2025, 15:42 ‘Farmers clearing field as wheat sowing window narrowing’: Punjab sees 78% jump in farm fires in just 10 days
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cent decline from last year and an 80 per cent decline compared to 2023.

However, from October 26 to November 4, Punjab reported 2,218 farm fires — more than 3/4 of this season’s total.

A closer look at daily trends also reveals that the fire density has surged sharply since October 26, coinciding with the completion

of paddy harvesting and the beginning of the wheat-sowing period, which ideally falls between November 1 and November 15.

This season, the highest single-day spike came on November 1, when 442 fires were recorded, followed by 321 Tuesday , 283 on

October 29 and 256 on November 3.

Officials said the sudden increase reflects the farmers’ urgency to prepare fields for wheat as the sowing window is rapidly

shrinking.

“With every passing day after November 15, wheat yield potential drops. Farmers are clearing fields faster this year due to the

delayed paddy harvest and narrowing sowing window,” said an agriculture official, adding that this year, wheat sowing has

already begun, and around 30 per cent (10.5 lakh hectares) of the targeted 35 lakh hectares have been sown so far.

Among districts, Sangrur with 510 and Tarn Taran with 506 cases toped the list of farm fires, followed by Ferozepur at 296,

Amritsar (249), Bathinda at 197, Patiala at 167, and Mansa at 126. Kapurthala (110), Moga (101), these nine districts alone account

for around 80 per cent of all stubble-burning incidents in the state so far.

District-level comparisons show that Sangrur had recorded 629 cases in the same period last year and 2,147 cases in 2023 while

Tarn Taran had recorded 579 in 2024 and 1,585 in 2023 in the same period.

On November 4, Punjab recorded 321 fresh fire incidents, up from 262 on the same day last year but much lower on the same day

in 2023 when it was 1360.

05/11/2025, 15:42 ‘Farmers clearing field as wheat sowing window narrowing’: Punjab sees 78% jump in farm fires in just 10 days
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While the cumulative number of fire incidents is significantly lower this year, the recent surge could narrow the gap if the trend

continues.

Agriculture experts said the overlap between paddy harvesting and wheat sowing is tightening each year as monsoon withdrawal

and harvesting get delayed. “This year’s paddy harvest was delayed due to prolonged rain in October. Farmers now have barely

two weeks to prepare their fields for wheat, so many resort to burning despite awareness and penalties,” said an official from the

Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB).

The official added that while the overall numbers are encouraging, the late-season fires remain a concern. “The next 10 days are

crucial. The number of fires could rise as more areas complete harvesting,” the official said.

05/11/2025, 15:42 ‘Farmers clearing field as wheat sowing window narrowing’: Punjab sees 78% jump in farm fires in just 10 days
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“Despite the overall improvement in numbers compared to the past two years, Punjab’s fire map this week has once again turned

red, signaling that the battle against stubble burning remains far from over — especially as the state races against the clock to

finish wheat sowing before mid-November,” said another agriculture officer.

In Punjab, according to the Punjab Pollution Control Board, there are 31.72 lakh hectares of land under paddy cultivation, of

which 85.79 per cent of harvesting had been completed as of November 3. Till the same date, environmental compensation had

There are 31.72 lakh hectares of land under paddy cultivation, of which 85.79 per cent of harvesting had been completed as of November 3.

05/11/2025, 15:42 ‘Farmers clearing field as wheat sowing window narrowing’: Punjab sees 78% jump in farm fires in just 10 days
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been imposed in 1,009 cases, amounting to Rs 52.75 lakh, of which Rs 23.65 lakh has been recovered.

A total of 765 FIRs have been registered against farmers under Section 223 of the BNS for stubble burning, while 946 red entries

have been made in farm records. Prosecution action has been initiated under Section 14 of the CAQM Act against nine nodal or

supervisory officers, and 576 warning or show-cause notices have been issued to other nodal/supervisory officers.

Stay updated with the latest - Click here to follow us on Instagram

05/11/2025, 15:42 ‘Farmers clearing field as wheat sowing window narrowing’: Punjab sees 78% jump in farm fires in just 10 days

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/farmers-clearing-field-wheat-sowing-window-narrowing-punjab-78-jump-farm-fires-10346925/ 6/6

151 7071



Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

1 Agartala Good 39 PM
10

1/2

2 Agra Satisfactory 95 PM
10

6/6

3 Ahmedabad Satisfactory 58 PM
10

, PM
2.5

8/9

4 Ahmednagar Good 42 PM
10

1/1

5 Ajmer Satisfactory 89 PM
10

1/1

6 Akola Good 47 PM
10

1/1

7 Alwar Satisfactory 92 PM
10

1/1

8 Amaravati Satisfactory 68 PM
10

1/1

9 Ambala Poor 264 PM
2.5

1/1

10 Amravati Satisfactory 51 PM
10

2/2

11 Amritsar Moderate 140 PM
2.5

1/1

12 Anantapur Satisfactory 59 PM
2.5

1/1

13 Angul Moderate 144 PM
2.5

1/1

14 Ankleshwar Satisfactory 69 CO 1/1

15 Araria Satisfactory 84 PM
2.5

1/1

16 Ariyalur Good 49 PM
10

1/1

17 Arrah Good 48 CO 1/1

18 Asansol Moderate 175 PM
2.5

3/4

19 Aurangabad (Bihar) Moderate 104 PM
2.5

1/1

20
Aurangabad

(Maharashtra)
Satisfactory 69 O

3
, PM

2.5
2/3
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

21 Baddi Poor 219 O
3

1/1

22 Badlapur Satisfactory 80 PM
10

1/1

23 Baghpat Poor 279 PM
2.5

1/2

24 Bahadurgarh Satisfactory 57 PM
2.5

1/1

25 Balasore Moderate 182 PM
2.5

1/1

26 Ballabgarh Moderate 141 PM
2.5

1/1

27 Banswara Satisfactory 76 PM
10

1/1

28 Baran Satisfactory 99 PM
2.5

1/1

29 Barbil Moderate 157 PM
2.5

1/1

30 Bareilly Moderate 114 PM
10

2/2

31 Baripada Moderate 152 PM
2.5

1/1

32 Barmer Satisfactory 75 PM
10

1/1

33 Barrackpore Poor 204 PM
2.5

1/1

34 Bathinda Moderate 182 PM
2.5

1/1

35 Begusarai Satisfactory 91 PM
2.5

1/1

36 Belapur Satisfactory 66 PM
10

1/1

37 Bengaluru Satisfactory 72 CO, PM
10

13/14

38 Bettiah Moderate 151 PM
2.5

1/1

39 Bhagalpur Moderate 168 PM
2.5

1/2

40 Bharatpur Satisfactory 78 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

41 Bhilai Satisfactory 54 O
3
, PM

10
2/3

42 Bhilwara Good 42 PM
10

1/1

43 Bhiwadi Poor 236 PM
10

, PM
2.5

2/2

44 Bhiwandi Satisfactory 83 PM
10

1/1

45 Bhiwani Poor 287 PM
2.5

1/1

46 Bhopal Moderate 101 PM
10

3/3

47 Bhubaneswar Moderate 131 PM
2.5

1/2

48 Bikaner Moderate 126 PM
10

1/1

49 Bilaspur Good 50 PM
10

1/1

50 Bileipada Moderate 118 PM
10

1/1

51 Boisar Satisfactory 69 PM
10

1/1

52 Brajrajnagar Satisfactory 83 PM
10

1/1

53 Bulandshahr Poor 264 PM
2.5

1/1

54 Bundi Satisfactory 79 PM
10

1/1

55 Buxar Satisfactory 86 PM
2.5

1/1

56 Byasanagar Moderate 112 PM
2.5

1/1

57 Chamarajanagar Good 41 PM
10

1/1

58 Chandigarh Moderate 115 PM
2.5

3/3

59 Chandrapur Moderate 109 PM
10

2/2

60 Charkhi Dadri Poor 252 PM
2.5

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

61 Chengalpattu Satisfactory 51 PM
10

1/1

62 Chennai Satisfactory 97 PM
10

7/9

63 Chhal Moderate 150 O
3

1/1

64 Chhapra Good 32 PM
10

1/1

65 Chikkamagaluru Satisfactory 66 PM
10

1/1

66 Chittoor Satisfactory 97 PM
2.5

1/1

67 Chittorgarh Satisfactory 57 O
3

1/1

68 Churu Moderate 162 PM
10

1/1

69 Coimbatore Satisfactory 72 PM
2.5

2/2

70 Cuddalore Satisfactory 73 PM
10

1/2

71 Cuttack Moderate 138 PM
2.5

1/1

72 Dausa Moderate 117 PM
10

1/1

73 Davanagere Good 34 CO 1/1

74 Dehradun Satisfactory 82 PM
2.5

1/1

75 Delhi Poor 291 PM
10

, PM
2.5

38/39

76 Dewas Satisfactory 70 PM
10

1/1

77 Dhanbad Moderate 126 PM
2.5

1/2

78 Dharuhera Poor 227 PM
2.5

1/1

79 Dharwad Satisfactory 70 PM
10

1/1

80 Dholpur Moderate 115 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

81 Dhule Good 47 PM
2.5

1/1

82 Dindigul Satisfactory 65 PM
10

1/1

83 Dungarpur Satisfactory 62 PM
10

1/1

84 Durgapur Moderate 153 PM
10

, PM
2.5

3/3

85 Eloor Satisfactory 90 CO 1/1

86 Faridabad Moderate 194 PM
2.5

3/4

87 Fatehabad Good 28 CO 1/1

88 Firozabad Satisfactory 87 PM
10

, PM
2.5

2/2

89 Gadag Good 23 SO
2

1/1

90 Gandhinagar Satisfactory 66 CO, PM
10

2/3

91 Gangtok Satisfactory 59 O
3

1/1

92 Gaya Moderate 183 PM
10

, PM
2.5

3/3

93 Ghaziabad Very Poor 325 PM
10

, PM
2.5

4/4

94 Gorakhpur Satisfactory 97 PM
10

1/1

95 Greater Noida Poor 262 PM
2.5

2/2

96 Gummidipoondi Moderate 143 PM
2.5

1/1

97 Gurugram Poor 219 PM
10

, PM
2.5

4/4

98 Guwahati Satisfactory 57 SO
2
, PM

10
, PM

2.5
4/4

99 Gwalior Moderate 123 PM
10

3/4

100 Hajipur Poor 256 PM
2.5

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

101 Haldia Moderate 197 PM
2.5

1/1

102 Hanumangarh Satisfactory 100 PM
10

1/1

103 Hapur Poor 299 PM
2.5

1/1

104 Haveri Satisfactory 57 PM
10

1/1

105 Hisar Moderate 124 PM
10

1/1

106 Hosur Good 41 PM
10

1/1

107 Howrah Poor 217 PM
2.5

4/5

108 Hubballi Satisfactory 53 PM
10

1/2

109 Hyderabad Satisfactory 75 PM
10

13/14

110 Indore Good 50 O
3
, NO

2
, PM

10
5/6

111 Jabalpur Moderate 147 O
3
, PM

2.5
4/4

112 Jaipur Satisfactory 99 PM
10

, PM
2.5

6/6

113 Jaisalmer Satisfactory 89 PM
10

1/1

114 Jalandhar Moderate 155 PM
2.5

1/1

115 Jalgaon Satisfactory 66 PM
10

1/1

116 Jalna Satisfactory 65 PM
10

1/1

117 Jalore Satisfactory 73 PM
10

1/1

118 Jhalawar Satisfactory 83 PM
2.5

1/1

119 Jhansi Satisfactory 79 PM
10

1/1

120 Jhunjhunu Moderate 137 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

121 Jind Poor 275 PM
2.5

1/1

122 Jodhpur Satisfactory 53 O
3
, PM

10
, PM

2.5
5/5

123 Kadapa Satisfactory 54 PM
2.5

1/1

124 Kaithal Poor 294 PM
2.5

1/1

125 Kalaburagi Satisfactory 52 SO
2
, PM

10
2/2

126 Kalyan Satisfactory 74 PM
2.5

1/2

127 Kanchipuram Satisfactory 91 PM
2.5

1/1

128 Kannur Satisfactory 59 PM
10

1/1

129 Kanpur Moderate 118 PM
10

2/4

130 Karauli Moderate 102 PM
10

1/1

131 Karnal Poor 270 PM
2.5

1/1

132 Karur Good 46 PM
2.5

1/1

133 Kashipur Moderate 181 PM
2.5

1/1

134 Katihar Satisfactory 61 CO 1/1

135 Katni Moderate 148 PM
10

1/1

136 Keonjhar Moderate 138 PM
10

1/1

137 Khanna Poor 237 PM
2.5

1/1

138 Khurja Poor 238 PM
2.5

1/1

139 Kohima Satisfactory 71 SO
2

1/1

140 Kolhapur Good 38 O
3
, PM

10
2/2
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

141 Kolkata Moderate 199 PM
2.5

7/7

142 Koppal Satisfactory 54 CO 1/1

143 Korba Satisfactory 68 PM
10

, PM
2.5

2/2

144 Kota Satisfactory 89 PM
10

, PM
2.5

3/3

145 Kurukshetra Poor 266 PM
2.5

1/1

146 Latur Good 40 O
3

1/1

147 Lucknow Moderate 149 PM
10

, PM
2.5

6/6

148 Ludhiana Poor 202 PM
2.5

1/1

149 Madikeri Good 29 PM
2.5

1/1

150 Madurai Satisfactory 66 PM
10

1/1

151 Mahad Good 38 PM
10

1/1

152 Maihar Good 48 PM
10

1/1

153 Malegaon Satisfactory 67 PM
10

1/1

154 Mandi Gobindgarh Moderate 137 PM
10

1/1

155 Mandideep Moderate 112 PM
2.5

1/1

156 Mandikhera Satisfactory 73 CO 1/1

157 Manesar Satisfactory 86 PM
2.5

1/1

158 Mangalore Satisfactory 59 PM
10

1/1

159 Manguraha Moderate 130 PM
10

1/1

160 Meerut Poor 292 PM
10

, PM
2.5

3/3
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

161 Milupara Good 47 PM
10

1/1

162 Moradabad Moderate 189 PM
10

, PM
2.5

6/7

163 Motihari Satisfactory 71 PM
10

1/1

164 Mumbai Satisfactory 64 O
3
, PM

10
28/30

165 Munger Moderate 124 PM
2.5

1/1

166 Muzaffarnagar Poor 265 PM
2.5

1/1

167 Muzaffarpur Moderate 118 CO, PM
2.5

3/3

168 Mysuru Good 50 PM
10

1/1

169 Nagaon Satisfactory 56 PM
10

1/1

170 Nagaur Moderate 135 PM
10

1/1

171 Nagpur Satisfactory 80 PM
10

, PM
2.5

4/4

172 Naharlagun Good 23 PM
2.5

1/1

173 Namakkal Satisfactory 72 PM
10

1/1

174 Nanded Satisfactory 58 PM
10

1/1

175 Narnaul Poor 216 PM
2.5

1/1

176 Nashik Good 47 PM
10

, PM
2.5

3/4

177 Navi Mumbai Satisfactory 58 PM
10

6/8

178 Nayagarh Satisfactory 68 PM
10

1/1

179 Noida Very Poor 304 PM
10

, PM
2.5

4/4

180 Ooty Satisfactory 74 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

181 Pali Satisfactory 77 PM
2.5

1/1

182 Palkalaiperur Good 25 PM
10

1/1

183 Palwal Moderate 131 PM
2.5

1/1

184 Panchgaon Satisfactory 67 PM
10

1/1

185 Panchkula Moderate 177 PM
2.5

1/1

186 Parbhani Good 37 PM
10

1/1

187 Patiala Moderate 183 PM
2.5

1/1

188 Patna Moderate 197 PM
10

, PM
2.5

6/6

189 Perundurai Good 47 PM
10

1/1

190 Pimpri-Chinchwad Satisfactory 62 CO, PM
10

4/4

191 Pithampur Satisfactory 81 PM
10

1/1

192 Pratapgarh Satisfactory 69 PM
10

1/1

193 Prayagraj Moderate 104 PM
10

3/3

194 Puducherry Satisfactory 56 PM
10

1/1

195 Pudukottai Good 42 PM
10

1/1

196 Pune Satisfactory 62 PM
10

, PM
2.5

7/13

197 Purnia Satisfactory 69 PM
2.5

1/1

198 Raipur Satisfactory 76 PM
10

4/4

199 Rairangpur Satisfactory 95 PM
10

1/1

200 Rajamahendravaram Satisfactory 64 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

201 Rajgir Satisfactory 94 PM
2.5

1/1

202 Rajsamand Satisfactory 54 PM
10

1/1

203 Ramanathapuram Good 44 PM
10

1/1

204 Ratlam Satisfactory 85 PM
10

1/1

205 Rishikesh Satisfactory 84 PM
10

1/1

206 Rohtak Very Poor 329 PM
2.5

1/1

207 Rourkela Moderate 126 PM
10

2/3

208 Rupnagar Satisfactory 94 PM
2.5

1/1

209 Sagar Satisfactory 62 PM
10

1/2

210 Saharsa Satisfactory 77 PM
2.5

1/1

211 Samastipur Satisfactory 70 PM
2.5

1/1

212 Sangli Satisfactory 53 PM
10

1/1

213 Sasaram Moderate 103 PM
10

1/1

214 Satna Satisfactory 64 PM
10

1/1

215 Sawai Madhopur Satisfactory 94 PM
10

1/1

216 Shillong Good 12 NH
3

1/2

217 Shivamogga Satisfactory 60 PM
10

1/1

218 Sikar Moderate 138 PM
10

1/1

219 Silchar Satisfactory 53 PM
10

1/1

220 Siliguri Satisfactory 57 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

221 Singrauli Moderate 189 PM
2.5

1/1

222 Sirohi Satisfactory 78 PM
10

1/1

223 Sirsa Moderate 179 PM
2.5

1/1

224 Sivasagar Good 48 PM
10

1/1

225 Siwan Very Poor 324 PM
2.5

1/1

226 Solapur Good 48 PM
10

2/3

227 Sri Ganganagar Moderate 112 PM
10

1/1

228 Surat Satisfactory 51 PM
10

1/1

229 Talcher Moderate 132 PM
2.5

1/1

230 Tensa Satisfactory 81 PM
10

1/1

231 Thane Satisfactory 60 PM
10

, PM
2.5

2/2

232 Thiruvananthapuram Good 48 PM
10

, NO
2

2/2

233 Thoothukudi Severe 406 PM
10

1/1

234 Thrissur Satisfactory 55 PM
2.5

1/1

235 Tiruchirappalli Good 42 PM
10

1/1

236 Tirumala Good 42 PM
2.5

1/1

237 Tirunelveli Good 33 PM
10

1/1

238 Tirupur Satisfactory 55 PM
10

1/1

239 Tonk Moderate 109 PM
10

1/1

240 Tumidih Satisfactory 67 PM
10

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

S.No City Air Quality
Index
Value

Prominent Pollutant
No. of Stations
Participated/

Total Stations

241 Udaipur Satisfactory 88 PM
10

1/1

242 Udupi Good 18 PM
10

1/1

243 Ulhasnagar Satisfactory 93 PM
10

1/1

244 Vapi Satisfactory 76 PM
10

1/1

245 Varanasi Satisfactory 84 PM
10

3/4

246 Vijayawada Satisfactory 78 O
3
, PM

10
, PM

2.5
3/4

247 Virar Good 50 PM
10

1/1

248 Virudhunagar Satisfactory 69 PM
10

1/1

249 Visakhapatnam Satisfactory 96 PM
10

1/1

250 Vrindavan Moderate 115 PM
10

1/1

251 Yadgir Good 34 NO
2

1/1

252 Yamuna Nagar Poor 229 PM
2.5

1/1
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Air Quality Index on Nov 04, 2025 @ 4 PM 
(Average of past 24 hours)

Cities absent in AQI Bulletin due to insufficient data:

1) Aizawl, 2) Bagalkot, 3) Belgaum, 4) Bidar, 5) Bihar sharif, 6) Byrnihat, 7) Chikkaballapur, 8)
Damoh, 9) Darbhanga, 10) Ernakulam, 11) Hassan, 12) Imphal, 13) Jorapokhar, 14) Karwar, 15)
Kishanganj, 16) Kochi, 17) Kolar, 18) Kollam, 19) Kozhikode, 20) Kunjemura, 21) Mira-bhayandar,
22) Nagapattinam, 23) Nalbari, 24) Nandesari, 25) Panipat, 26) Pathardih, 27) Raichur, 28)
Ramanagara, 29) Ranipet, 30) Salem, 31) Sonipat, 32) Sri vijaya puram, 33) Srinagar, 34) Suakati,
35) Thanjavur, 36) Tirupati, 37) Tumakuru, 38) Ujjain, 39) Vatva, 40) Vellore, 41) Vijayapura.

Note:

* In case of a city with multiple monitoring locations, average value is used to indicate air quality.
Air quality may show variations across locations, and averaging is not a scientifically sound
approach. However, for the sake of simplicity this method is being followed. For AQI of monitoring
locations, website (http://cpcb.gov.in) website may be referred.

* The data available at the portal is provided by different agencies. Any use of this data in research
publication or any other form of publication shall duly acknowledge the contribution of respective
agencies in generating the data.

Health Statements for AQI Categories
AQI Category Color Code Possible Health Impacts

0-50 Good Minimal Impact

51-100 Satisfactory Minor breathing discomfort to sensitive people

101-200 Moderate Breathing discomfort to the people with lungs, asthma and heart diseases

201-300 Poor Breathing discomfort to most people on prolonged exposure

301-400 Very Poor Respiratory illness on prolonged exposure

401-500 Severe Affects healthy people and seriously impacts those with existing diseases
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OIH 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

RAJYA SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 831 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 27.07.2023 

Airshed based approach to check air pollution 

831. SHRI SURENDRA SINGH NAGAR:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government has earmarked and expanded special airsheds to effectively
monitor and manage air quality levels across the country;

(b) if so, the details of criteria and parameters in the definition of airshed;
(c) whether Government has the latest information on the measures to be taken in the IndoGan

getic plain using airshed-based approaches to check air pollution in the region; and
(d) if so, the details of the measures being taken during the financial year 2022-23?

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE  
(SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY) 

(a) & (b)
According to the study conducted by IIT-Delhi to demarcate the major air sheds in India, based
on satellite data, across the seasons, India has 8-9 major air sheds of varying geographic
coverage. The Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP) behaves either as a gigantic single air shed (e.g.,
during the pre-monsoon season of Mar-May) or as two large air sheds, west and east during
monsoon (Jun-Sep), north and south during post-monsoon (Oct-Nov) and north-west and the
remaining during winter (Dec-Feb). North-Eastern India is divided into two or three (smaller)
air sheds. The western region remains an isolated air shed during Dec-Sep, while it becomes
part of the northern IGP air shed during Oct-Nov. Peninsular India is divided into two air
sheds, which vary seasonally. The northern part of India is divided into two air sheds – one
covering the mountainous regions and the other covering the foothills.

(c)& (d) 
A joint committee has prepared a comprehensive report on the best possible technologies for 
various emission sources at all scales to be operational in IGP region to check air pollution.The 
sector wise specific recommendations of the Joint Committee 
to be taken in the IndoGangetic plain using airshed-based approachesare annexed as Annexure-
I.   
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Further, under National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), 24 States/ UTs with non-attainment 
and million plus cities have been directed to prepare state action plans following an airshed 
based approach for implementing air quality management policies across the states. At present 
41 out of 131 non-attainment and million plus cities have been identified in IGP States/ UTs 
for focused improvement in air quality through implementation of city action plans. The details 
of measures being taken during the financial year 2022-23 to check air pollution in the region 
is annexed at Annexure-II. 
 

***** 
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Annexure-I 
 

Sector wise Specific Recommendations of the Joint Committee 
 
Domestic Sector: 

 
i. A program for switching over from solid to cleaner gaseous fuel for domestic sector 

should be formulated and implemented in a time-bound manner. The plan may include 
expansion of LPG network and putting up Compressed Biogas (CBG) network using 
biomass such as crop residue, dung, wet organic municipal waste, etc., particularly in 
rural areas. To deal with high air pollution levels in critical winter months, feasibility 
of distributing two domestic LPG cylinders free of cost or on subsidized rate among 
the BPL families may be examined.  

ii. Promotion and rapid distribution of government-approved improved cook stoves in 
rural areas and among the urban road-side shanties. 

iii. Make all efforts at Block/Panchayat level to educate households through anganwadi 
workers and ANM nurses not to burn any biomass including dung and encourage and 
promote LPG usages.  

 
Transport Sector: 

 
i. All the diesel city public transport should be phased out completely in next five years, 

and city transport should be operated only through metro, e-vehicle or on CNG. All 
new public transport should be CNG or electric buses. 

ii. Public transport to be strengthened with metro and/or adequate number of buses, route 
plan based on commute surveys and Mobile App based ticketing and seating system is 
developed in all major cities.      

iii. Public transport can be made cheaper than two-wheeler cost.  
iv. Adequate vehicle scrappage infrastructure should be developed in next three years. 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) may be considered for vehicle manufactures, 
who will have to build required vehicle scrap plants.  

v. Incentivise and aggressively implement e-mobility including required charging 
infrastructure. Strategic plan for EV charging infrastructure at each 3 km in urban 
areas, 25 km on highways (both sides) and 100 km for buses and trucks and 
swappable battery stations. 

vi. Linking of PUC centres with remote server and elimination of manual intervention in 
PUC testing. 

vii.  Use off-peak passenger travel times to move freight (within the city) and restrict the 
entry of heavy vehicles into cities during 6:00 am to 9:00 pm in winter and 6:00 am to 
10:00 pm in other seasons.  

viii. Check Overloading: Use weigh-in-motion bridges/machines (WIM) and Weigh 
bridges at entry points to the city and at toll plaza to check the payload of commercial 
vehicles. As per CMVR, a penalty of 10 times the applicable rate for overloaded truck 
is applicable. 

ix. Prepare plan for improvement of infrastructure for decongestion of roads. 
x.  Prepare and implement zonal plans to develop an NMT (non-motorized transport) 

network 
xi.  Proper road maintenance and marking, smart traffic signaling, encroachment-free 

roads, the standard design of the speed breakers, speed warnings and traffic discipline 
should be enforced for emission reduction.     
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xii.  Poor quality lubricants and their inappropriate recycling is important cause of real 
driving emissions. The quality of lubricants should improve and recycled unorganized 
sales of the lubricants should be stopped.  

xiii. EVs should be aggressively promoted. However, till the time battery-EVs take over, 
strong hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) that blend fuel and electric power are much 
more fuel-efficient and should be promoted.  

xiv. Control of particulate emission through gasoline particulate filter (GPF) is a new 
technology and can be adopted in new BSVI vehicles for reducing emissions in the 
near to mid-term period. 

 
Industry (Brick kiln, MSME, Induction Furnace, etc.): 

 
i. All the industries must stop using solid and liquid fuel and switch over to cleaner 

source of energy viz. electricity, gaseous fuel or bio-mass, in a time-bound and phased 
manner (say five years). Industrial clusters having uncontrolled PM emission of 500 
tons per day (equivalent to 100 MW coal power plant) may be taken up on priority. 
Such clusters should also become candidate for priority of PNG infrastructure.  

ii. In the industrial clusters, wherever feasible, common boilers (to supply steam) with 
adequate emission control measures may be installed, which will be a win-win option 
for industries and regulators.   

iii. Brick kilns should be converted to Zig-Zag technology. The revised norms notified by 
MoEFCC should be strictly enforced.  

iv. In induction furnaces new technology requiring collection of emission from sideways 
but with much higher suction rate that does not interfere with the movement of crane 
should be adopted. 

v. Small scale sugar mills (<1000 tons cursed per day) (Khandsari) should be treated as 
MSMEs. These should shift to forced draft from current practice of natural draft for 
better combustion and install simple air pollution control devices like cyclones and 
multi-clones.  

vi. Technology upgradation must be targeted in MSMEs and adequately supported. 
Regular training program should be conducted for the skill development. 

vii.  Carry out pollution load estimation from industrial sector to enable setting of target 
for emission. 

viii. For MSMEs, a resource centre on technology-linked emissions achievements and 
multiple technology options and vendors (with the cost) linked to different levels of 
control be established at national and state levels; however, standards should be 
attained with the industry. 

 
Open burning: 

 
Action plans for crop residue management are already in place for States of Haryana, 
Punjab, Delhi and NCR districts of Uttar Pradesh & Rajasthan. These should be 
implemented expeditiously. Every year, target and focus on at least five districts for zero 
crop residue burning in the States of Haryana and Punjab during post-monsoon.  
 
Dust Control: 

 
i. Identification and greening of open spaces, green cover on central verges and on the 

roadsides, repair and re-laying of pavements, grassing of road shoulders, washing and 
mechanical/vacuum-based street sweeping and proper disposal of collected dust must 
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be ensured in cities and towns with more than 5 lakh population. Indian Road 
Congress/Bureau of Standards must bring out silt load standards for roads. All major 
urban roads, State Highways and NHAI must maintain silt load of 2.0 g/m2 or less on 
their roads and assess the silt load twice a year (winter and summer) at an interval of 
50 km on both sides of the road. 

ii. All the Railway Siding should construct warehouse for storage of cement bags or 
other dusty material to minimize fugitive emissions during loading, unloading and 
storage and avoid these operations on open platforms. Mechanical handling of bags of 
cement or dusty material be done using conveyor belts, possibly horizontally movable 
belts. Enclosures in the form of flexible belt curtain may be provided on the 
warehouse openings used for transfer of material. 

iii. Construction & Demolition (C&D) waste processing facilities of adequate capacities 
should be set up, to begin with, in cities having population more than 5lakh. C&D 
waste collection points must be created in different zones of the cities, and in no case, 
it should be allowed to be dumped in non-designated areas, particularly along 
roadside. Recycling of processed waste must be encouraged, facilitated and, wherever 
feasible, mandated.  

 
Research & Development, Training and Capacity Building: 

 
i. Focused research on IGP air pollution problems must be taken up, which can be 

coordinated through a dedicated Center/Cell established specifically for the purpose. 
The Center may collaborate with research & academic institutes and 
encourage/facilitate startups for developing affordable cleaner technologies 
(particularly for small scale polluting industries) and best process practices & 
guidelines for various air polluting sectors.   

ii. Training and capacity building of regulatory agencies, urban local bodies, panchayats, 
industries must be taken up as a regular and important component to create skilled 
human resource.  

 
Enforcement and Administrative Issues: 

 
i. An independent body to better coordinate performance measurement among the 

Central, State and other agencies (e.g., Industry, Municipal Corporation) responsible 
for taking air pollution control measures as per the targets should be established. The 
sector-wise report, clearly stating air quality achievements and evaluate air program 
results should be published and available for public scrutiny. 

ii. The unorganized sectors should be facilitated to come on the mainstream within a 
specified timeframe and apply for consent under Air Act and meet emission standards.  

iii. The review of existing technologies, emission norms, guidelines, process practices, 
etc. should be taken up every three to five years for upgradation. 
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Annexure II 
 

Measures taken by the Government for Air Quality Management 
 

I. Details of State-wise funds allocated to address air pollution during 
the financial year 2022-23 under National Clean Air Programme: 

S. No. State 
Fund allocated during the Year 

(amount in ₹ crores) 
FY 22-23 

1 Andhra Pradesh 75.06 

2 Assam 24.10 

3 Bihar 7.09 

4 Chandigarh 6.87 

5 Chhattisgarh 57.94 

6 Delhi 22.50 

7 Gujarat 173.29 

8 Haryana 19.28 

9 Himachal Pradesh 3.59 

10 Jammu &Kashmi 32.50 

11 Jharkhand 42.00 

12 Karnataka 128.52 

13 Madhya Pradesh 135.04 

14 Maharashtra 386.83 

15 Meghalaya 0.45 

16 Nagaland 3.95 

17 Odisha 38.52 

18 Punjab 56.88 

19 Rajasthan 103.76 

20 Tamil Nadu 129.22 

21 Telangana 92.96 

22 Uttar Pradesh 672.83 

23 Uttarakhand 22.30 

24 West Bengal 173.42 

* The funds were provided to SPCB/PCC for taking up pollution abatement measures 
**Funds provided include funds under XV Finance Commission air quality grant for million 
plus cities and the fund provided by MoEFCC for taking measures for improvement of air 
quality in 82 non-attainment cities 
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II. Various measures taken by the Government to address air pollution inter-alia include:

i. Vehicular Emissions:
● Leapfrogging from BS-IV to BS-VI norms for fuel and vehicles since April, 2018 in

NCT of Delhi and from 1st April, 2020 for rest of the country.
● Network of metro rails for public transport are enhanced and more cities are covered.
● Development of Expressways and Highways are also reducing the fuel consumption

and pollution.
● Eastern Peripheral Expressway & Western Peripheral Expressway has been

operationalized to divert non destined traffic from Delhi.
● Ban on all diesel vehicles older than 10 years and all petrol vehicles older than 15 years,

in Delhi and NCR. (Hon’ble SC order dated 29.10.2018).
● Environment protection charges (EPC) have been imposed on diesel vehicles with

engine capacity of 2000cc and above in Delhi NCR.
● Introduction of cleaner/alternate fuels like CNG, LPG, ethanol blending in petrol.
● Permit requirement for electric vehicles has been exempted.
● Promotion of public transport and improvements in roads and building of more bridges

to ease congestion on roads.
● RFID (radio-frequency identity) system implemented by South Delhi Municipal

Corporation (SDMC) for collection of toll and Environment Compensation Charges
from commercial vehicles entering Delhi.

● Introduction of BS VI compliant vehicles across the country since April, 2020.
● Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) has been

launched as an initiative to set up Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG) production plants and
make CBG available in the market for use in automotive fuels.

● Subsidy on e-vehicles under Faster Adoption and Manufacture of (Hybrid &) Electric
Vehicles in India (FAME -II India) scheme of Ministry of Heavy Industries is provided.

● Installation of Vapour Recovery System (VRS) in new and existing petrol pumps
selling gasoline >100kl per month in million plus cities and those selling >300kl per
month in cities with population between 1 lakh to 1 million.

ii. Industrial Emissions:
● Notification regarding SO2 and NOx emission standards have been issued for Thermal

Power Plants
● Ban on use of pet coke and furnace oil as fuel in NCR States since October 24, 2017

and ban on use of imported pet coke in the country since July 26, 2018, with exception
for use in permitted processes (processes in cement plants, lime kilns and calcium
carbide manufacturing units).

● Shifting of industrial units to PNG.
● Installation of online continuous emission monitoring devices in highly polluting

industries.
● Brick kilns shifting to zig-zag technology or vertical shaft or use Piped Natural Gas as

fuel in brick making to reduce pollution.
● System and Procedure for Emission Compliance Testing of Retro-fit Emission
● Control Devices (RECD) for Diesel Power Generating Set Engines up to Gross

Mechanical Power 800 kW developed.
● Development of low carbon strategies across sectors such as phasing out older coal

based power plants, compliance of standards, City Gas Distribution (CGD) network,
emphasis on improved power reliability in urban areas, etc.
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● Developing an eco-system for processing biomass/agriculture residue as fuel in 
industrial applications in Delhi-NCR.  

● Uniform and affordable PNG pricing policy for aggravating use PNG as fuel in 
industrial applications in Delhi-NCR. 

 
iii. Air Pollution due to dust and burning of waste: 

● Notification of eight waste management rules covering solid waste, plastic waste, e- 
waste, waste tyres, bio-medical waste, C&D waste, hazardous waste and battery waste. 

● Setting up infrastructure such as waste processing plants. 
● Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for plastic and e-waste management has been 

mandated on producers. 
● Ban on burning of biomass/garbage. 
● Bio-mining of three dumpsites at Bhalswa, Okhla and Ghazipur is being carried out. 
● Under Central Sector Scheme on ‘Promotion of Agricultural Mechanization for in-situ 

management of Crop Residue in the States of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT 
of Delhi’, agricultural machines and equipment for in-situ crop residue management are 
promoted with 50% subsidy to the individual farmers and 80% subsidy for 
establishment of Custom Hiring Centers.  

● The Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) 
on 17.09.2021 directed the coal-based Thermal Power plants situated up to a radius of 
300 Km of Delhi to co-fire biomass based Pellets, Torrefied Pellets/Briquettes (with 
focus on paddy straw) with Coal (up to 5-10%). 

● Guidelines prepared for providing one-time financial assistance for establishment of 
paddy straw based pelletisation and torrefaction plants, under which individuals 
/entrepreneurs / companies, interested in setting up pelletisation and torrefaction plants, 
using only paddy straw generated in the NCT of Delhi, States of Punjab & Haryana, 
and NCR districts of Rajasthan & Uttar Pradesh can submit an application for obtaining 
a one-time grant on capital investment. 

● Guidelines issued for supporting Municipal Corporations of the states of Punjab, 
Haryana, NCT of Delhi and NCR districts of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, for 
establishing paddy straw based briquetting plants, for use of paddy straw based 
briquettes for cremation purpose only. 

● Daily monitoring of Active Fire Events (AFEs) is done during stubble burning period 
and reports are shared with Commission on Air Quality Management in National 
Capital Region and Adjoining areas for suitable action. 

 
iv. Monitoring of Ambient Air Quality: 

● Expansion of air quality monitoring network in the country under National Air 
Monitoring Programme (NAMP). 

● Initiation of pilot projects to assess alternate ambient monitoring technologies such as 
satellite-based monitoring. 

 
v. National Clean Air Programme: 

● With the prime objective of abating Air Pollution, the Ministry, in 2019 launched a 
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) as a National-level Strategy outlining the 
actions for reducing the levels of air pollution at city and regional scales in India.  

● NCAP targets to achieve upto 40% reduction in Particulate Matter concentrations by 
2026 or achievement of National Ambient Air Quality STandard in 131 NACs & 
MPCs.  
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● Under NCAP, Non-attainment cities have been identified based on ambient air quality 
levels exceeding National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) which were 
notified to protect human health. City Specific Clean Air Action Plans have been 
prepared and rolled out for implementation in 131 non-attainment and million plus 
cities. 

● Activities in these cities include strengthening of ambient air quality network, source 
apportionment studies, dust mitigation measures, composting units, infrastructure for 
non-motorized transport, shifting to clean energy in unorganized sectors, etc.  

● The NCAP focuses on multi-sectoral sources of pollution including power plants, 
industries, vehicles, open burning of waste, construction & demolition activities, etc.; 
inter-Ministerial coordination for convergence of actions and interventions; and 
partnership with Institutes of National repute and International Agencies as Knowledge 
Partners 

● Public Grievances and Response System (PGRS) is developed under NCAP. 
● Emergency Response System (ERS) has been prepared in NCAP cities. 
● Air quality monitoring cell has been constituted across the country in NCAP Cities. 
● PRANA a portal for monitoring implementation of NCAP has been launched. 
● Introduction of new modules within PRANA 

o Mission LiFE Module 
o Ranking Module 
o State Action Plan Module 
o IoR&NKN Module 
o International Agencies Module 

● Implementing Swach Vayu Survekshan (SVS) 2022- Evaluation of self-assessment 
reports of NCAP cities and awarded top 9 best performing cities under SVS-2022. 

 
vi. Other Steps: 

● Public Complaints regarding air pollution issues in Delhi NCR are taken through 
‘Sameer App’, ‘Emails’ (Aircomplaints.cpcb@gov.in) and ‘Social Media Networks’ 
(Facebook and Twitter). 

● Introduction of green crackers with low emission and noise levels. Green Crackers have 
30% potential reduction of PM and gaseous emissions compared to conventional 
firework. 

● Ministry is promoting people’s participation and awareness building among citizens for 
environmental conservation through Mission Life activities and Green Good Deeds that 
focus on promotion of cycling, saving water and electricity, growing trees, proper 
maintenance of vehicles, following of lane discipline and reducing congestion on roads 
by car-pooling etc. 

● Extension of UjawalaYojana to ensure shifting to cleaner fuel. 
● Swacch Bharat Mission and Waste Management initiatives. 
● The Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) 

has come out with a policy to curb air pollution in NCR, along with a standard list of 
approved fuels for NCR for industrial and other applications. 
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